


Prelude

Welcome and Announcements

Annual Church Reports-are DUE January 3, 2023!
Please email all reports to the office at
humcsecretary@att.net or if you don’t do computers,
please bring your report to the church office. Becky will
be in the office Mon, Wed, and Fri. from 9am to 12pm.

Annual Church Meeting - will be January 8, 2023.
Following the morning Worship Service the meeting
will take place at 10am, in the sanctuary.



VBS Committee - will meet Tuesday, January 10,
2023, at 6:30pm. Do you want to get more involved in
our church and the community? DO you want to make
decorations? DO you like working with children? DO
you like to cook? DO you need community service
hours? There is a lot of work to be done before we
have VBS in July. This is our first meeting and anyone
with any intention of any level of involvement is invited
to join us. Please see Kelly Burns for more
information.

Covenant Renewal – will be January 15, 2023 at 9am,
in the sanctuary.
Church Council Committee - will meet Tuesday,
January 17, 2023, at 6:30pm. Please see Peter Mascaro
or Margo Wells for more information.



First United Methodist Church of Wallingford,
Rededication Service - will be held on Sunday,
January 22, 2023, 11am, at the First United Methodist
Church of Wallingford, 941 Old Rock Hill Road,
Wallingford, CT. This will be a Celebration of the 60th
Anniversary of the Sanctuary. All are invited to join the
worship service and join the celebration with a potluck
lunch to follow. Please see Rev. Soon Ahn for more
information.

Village Market Receipts are WANTED – Please
remember that your receipts from the local Village
Market can be brought in to the church and left in the
box at the back of the sanctuary. This is a ongoing
fundraiser as they will donate a percentage of the
purchases to our church. Please see Mary Ellen Larson
for more information



The Haddam Food Bank & Amazing Grace
Donations – can be brought to church any Sunday. In
addition to spaghetti sauce, they are looking for
donations of all non-perishable items like oatmeal,
coffee, soup, tuna and more. Due to the holiday the
next delivery to both food banks will be January 8,
2023.

Your Faithful Giving is ALWAYS appreciated – if
you are attending services via Zoom, please feel free to
mail your offerings to the church. Your faithfulness is
deeply appreciated.



*  Greeting – Call to Worship 

Leader:   How magnificent is all creation!
People:  God’s love is poured throughout all 

God has created.
Leader:  God’s love is poured out upon us each 

day.
People:  Praise be to God!
Leader:  Let your souls and spirits rejoice at the 

goodness of God.
People:  Let all the people praise God!  Amen.



Come, Thou Fount of every blessing,
tune my heart to sing thy grace; streams
of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of
loudest praise. Teach me some
melodious sonnet, sung by flaming
tongues above. Praise the mount! I’m
fixed upon it, mount of thy redeeming
love.



Here I raise mine Ebenezer; hither by thy
help I’m come; and I hope, by thy good
pleasure, safely to arrive at home. Jesus
sought me when a stranger, wandering
from the fold of God; he, to rescue me
from danger, interposed his precious
blood.



O to grace how great a debtor daily I’m 
constrained to be!  Let thy goodness, like 
a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee.  
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to 
leave the God I love; here’s my heart, O 
take and seal it, seal it for thy courts 
above.



Prayer of Confession (Unison)
We come to you this day, gracious Lord,
exhausted from all the activities of the
season. It seems that we spend so much
energy, time, and resources in preparation,
and then when it is over, we collapse. We
wonder what happened to all the
enthusiasm we had. Lord, forgive us for
placing our energies in getting and
gathering. Give us peace and strength to
renew our commitment to you. Remind us
again to look around at the many ways in
which we can be of service to you by
serving others. Help us move forward in
our compassion and not collapse in our
witness. Heal us, merciful Lord, for we
ask this in Jesus’ Name. Amen.



Moment of Silence     

Words of Assurance

Children’s Message



7 I will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord, the praiseworthy

acts of the Lord, because of all that the Lord has done for us and

the great favor to the house of Israel that he has shown them

according to his mercy, according to the abundance of his steadfast

love. 8 For he said, “Surely they are my people, children who will

not act deceitfully,” and he became their savior9 in all their distress.

It was no messenger or angel but his presence that saved them; in

his love and pity it was he who redeemed them; he lifted them up

and carried them all the days of old.
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God!

PROCLAMATION
Old Testament Lesson                            Isaiah 63:7-9



{Response} Let all things their creator bless: 
Alleluia! Alleluia!  Alleluia!

Leader:   Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the 
heavens, praise the Lord, in the heights!

People:  Praise the Lord, all his angels, praise the 
Lord, all his hosts!

Leader:   Praise the Lord, sun and moon, praise the 
Lord, all shining stars!

People:  Praise the Lord, highest heavens, and all 
waters above the heavens!

{Response} Let all things their creator bless:           
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Psalter UMH 861      “Psalm 148”



Leader:   Let them praise the name of the Lord, who 
commanded and they were created,

People:  who established them for ever and ever, 
and fixed their bounds which cannot be 
passed.

Leader:   Praise the Lord from the earth, sea monsters 
and all deeps,

People:  fire and hail, snow and smoke, stormy 
wind fulfilling God’s command!

{Response} Let all things their creator bless:           
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!



Leader:    Mountains and all hill, fruit trees and all 
cedars!

People:  Beasts and all cattle, creeping things 
and flying birds!

Leader:   Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes 
and all rulers of the earth!

People:  Young men and maidens together, old 
men and children!

{Response} Let all things their creator bless:           
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!



Leader:    Let them praise the name of the Lord, 
whose name alone is exalted, whose glory 
is above earth and heaven.

People:  God has raised up a horn for his 
people, praise for all his faithful ones,  
for the people of Israel who are near 
their God.  Praise the Lord!

{Response} Let all things their creator bless:           
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!



* Gospel Reading Matthew 2:13-23

13 Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to

Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take the child and his

mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you,

for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy

him.” 14Then Joseph[a] got up, took the child and his mother

by night, and went to Egypt 15 and remained there until the

death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by

the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my

son.” 16When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2%3A13-23&version=NRSVUE


magi,[b] he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the

children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or

under, according to the time that he had learned from the

magi.[c] 17 Then what had been spoken through the prophet

Jeremiah was fulfilled: 18 “A voice was heard in Ramah,

wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her

children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no

more.” 19 When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly

appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, 20 “Get up,

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2%3A13-23&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2%3A13-23&version=NRSVUE


take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for

those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” 21 Then

Joseph[d] got up, took the child and his mother, and went to

the land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was

ruling Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go

there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the

district of Galilee.23There he made his home in a town called

Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets

might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazarene.”[e]

Leader:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior!

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2%3A13-23&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2%3A13-23&version=NRSVUE


Sharing of Our Joys & Concern
Please hold the following in your prayers:
(Please let the Pastor or church secretary know if you would like to
place someone’s name or your own on the prayer list, or if you or
someone you know would like to be taken off the prayer list. Names
may be periodically removed in order to have an updated list. If we
remove a name you would like to be kept on the list, please let us
know.)

Clifford Skinner Ben Turner Kathy Cutler 
Judith Mascaro Madeline Wells Bill Franklin
Everett Spencer Darlene Larson Kacey Koch
David Waide Susan Waide Kathy Sewell
Richard Huton Lisa Mascaro           Stephen Waide
The Family of Penny Light       Susan Deprospero Cathy Youngquist
Sheila Godola Elizabeth Dunn Alice Stelzer
Dominic Sassano Jeanett Sassano Ellen Messian
Tracy Olsen’s sister & husband Linda Walczak         
The Family of Delba Dear Lawson Slagle  

Prayers of the People



Great Thanksgiving UMH 17
Leader:  The Lord be with you.
People:  And also with you.
Leader:  Lift up your hearts.
People:  We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of 
heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. Heaven
and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

HOLYCOMMUNION



And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus
Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy
and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as
we proclaim the mystery of faith.

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again!

All honor and glory is yours, almighty Father (God), now and
for ever.

Amen, amen amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Sharing of Communion

Prayer After Communion



Presentation of Tithes and Offerings

Offertory Music

* Offertory Hymn UMH 95 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

* Prayer of Dedication

Sermon “Follow the Lead!” Reverend Soon Ahn
~ Pastor

RESPONSES AND OFFERINGS



*  Hymn UMH 246. “Joy to the World”

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her king; let every
heart prepare him room, and
heaven and nature sing, and heaven
and nature sing, and heaven, and
heaven, and nature sing.



Joy to the world, the Savior reigns!
Let all their songs employ; while
fields and floods, rocks, hills, and
plains repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy, repeat,
repeat the sounding joy.



No more let sins and sorrows grow,
nor thorns infest the ground, he
comes to make his blessings flow
far as the curse is found, far as the
curse is found, far as, far as the
curse is found.



He rules the world with truth and
grace, and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness, and
wonders of his love, and wonders of
his love, and wonders, wonders of
his love.



* Benediction

Postlude   

Your Church for ALL Seasons and ALL Reasons!
Reverend Soon Ahn, Pastor

David Wilson, Pianist
Every Member a Minister

Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton, Resident Bishop
The Rev. Alpher Sylvester, District Superintendent


